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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 



Claim 1 . (Currently Amended): A gaming device having a gam i ng sch e m e game , 
said gaming device comprising: 
a controller; 

a plurality of reels contro l lod by tho contro ll er, sa i d rools having at l oast two 
play e r s el ectab le i nt e racting symbo l s; having a plurality of interacting reel symbols 
positioned on a plurality of locations on the reels: 

a d i sp l ay dev i ce contro ll od by tho contro ll er and adapted to d i sp l ay th o roo l s and 
sa i d i nt e ract i ng symbo l s i nteract i ng w i th oach oth e r aftor sa i d i nt e ract i ng symbols ar e 
gen e rat e d on th e r eel s and a play e r s ele cts an image of a first one of the interacting 
symbo l s g e n e rat e d on th e r eel s: and reel symbols while on a first one of the locations 
interacting with a second one of the interacting reel symbols while on a second one of 
the locations, the image extending from the first location to the second location, the 
image including a variation of the first interacting reel symbol and a variation of the 
second interacting reel symbol: 

means controlled by the controller for enabling the player to select one of the 
s ele ctabl e i nt e ract i ng symbo l s, interacting reel symbols: and 

a display device controlled bv the controller and adapted to display: (a) the reels 
during the game: and (b) the image after a olaver selects one of the interacting reel 
symbols. 
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Claim 2. (Currently Amended): The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes an 
award provided to the player which is associated with at least one of the interacting reel 



Claim 3. (Currently Amended): The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes an 
award associated with each interacting reel symbol, wherein said award associated with 
the p l ay e r selected interacting reel symbol selected by the plaver is provided to the 
player. 

Claim 4. (Currently Amended): The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein the reels 
include a plurality of sets of interacting mil symbols, wherein each interacting reel 
symbol in each set interacts with at least one other interacting m§l symbol in said set. 

Claims. (Currently Amended): The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein the 
i nt e ract i ng symbols ar e on non - adjac e nt r ee ls, reels first interacting reel symbol is 
located on one of the reels which is non-adiacent to the reel upon which the second 
interacting reel symbol is located. 

Claim 6. (Currently Amended): The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes at 
least three interacting r§§d symbols, wherein upon a generation of said three interacting 
reel symbols on the reels, at least two of said interacting r§§! symbols are player 
selectable. 



symbols. 
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Claims 7 to1 2. (Cancelled) 
1 

Claim y$. (Currently Amended): A method for operating a gaming device having a 
gaming scheme with a plurality of symbols including at least two player selectable 
interacting symbols on a plurality of reels, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) randomly generating and displaying a plurality of said symbols on different 
locations on the reels; 

(b) enabling a player to select one of the interacting symbols if at least two 
interacting symbols are randomly generated and displayed on the r eel s; locations on the 
reels: 

d i sp l ay i ng an i nteract i on betw e en sa i d i nteract i ng symbo l s; and displaying an 
image of said selected interacting symbol while on one of the locations interacting with 
the other interacting symbol while on another one of the locations, the image extending 
from the location of the selected interacting symbol to the location of said other 
interacting symbol: and 

(d) providing an award to the player which is associated with the selected 
interacting symbo l s symbol . 

Claim 1^. (Currently Amended): The method of Claim ^ t wherein the awards 
associated with each of the interacting symbols are randomly selected from a plurality of 
awards. 
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Claim yl (Currently Amended): The method of Claim 13, wherein the step of 
enabling the player to select one of the interacting symbols includes enabling the player 
to select one of the interacting symbols when at least two of the interacting symbols are 
displayed on a payline associated with the reels. 

10 i 
Claim 1^. (Currently Amended): The method of Claim j^, wherein the step of 
enabling the player to select one of the interacting symbols includes enabling the player 
to select two of the interacting symbols when the interacting symbols are displayed on a 
payline and the award is based on the interacting symbols selected by the player. 

Claim yf. (Currently Amended): The method of Claim wherein the step of 
enabling the player to select one of the interacting symbols includes enabling the player 
to select at least one interacting symbol when two interacting symbols are generated on 
adjacent reels. 

Claim (Currently Amended): The method of Claim wherein the step of 

enabling the player to select one of the interacting symbols includes enabling the player 
to select at least one interacting symbol when two interacting symbols are generated on 
non-adjacent reels. 

O 7 

Claim 1^. (Previously Amended): The method of Claim 1^, which includes prompting 
the player to select one of the interacting symbols. 
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Claim 2jD. (Previously Amended): The method of Claim y&, which includes audibly 
prompting the player to select one of the interacting symbols. 
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Claim ^ . (Currently Amended): A gaming device comprising: 
a display device; 

a game including a plurality of reels displayed by the display device; 

a plurality of symbo l s on sa i d r eel s, sa i d symbo l s i nclud i ng a p l ura li ty of non - 
i ntoract i nq symbo l s and at l east two p l ayer so l octab l o i nteract i ng symbols: reel symbols 
positioned adjacent to one another on different locations on the reels, at least one of the 
reel symbols selectable bv a olaver: 

a pay li n e assoc i at e d w i th th e r eel s an image of a first one of the reel symbols 
interacting with a second one of the reel symbols, the image extending from a first one 
of the locations to a second one of the locations, the image including at least a portion 
of the first reel symbol positioned on the first location and at least a portion of the 
second reel symbol positioned on the second location : and 

a processor which controls the display device, said processor operable to e nab le 
a : la) cause the display device to display the reels during the game: (b) enable the 
player to select one of the s ele ctabl e i nt e racting symbo l s wh e n sa i d i nt e racting symbols 
ar e randomly g e n e rat e d on sa i d pay li n e assoc i at e d with sa i d r ee ls, reel symbols: and 
(c) cause the display device to display sa i d s ele ct e d i nt e ract i ng symbo l i nt e ract i ng w i th 
anoth e r of sa i d i nt e ract i ng symbo l s g e n e rat e d on th e pay li n e assoc i at e d w i th on sa i d 
roo l s, and prov i d e an award to th e playor assoc i atod with on e of ca i d intoracting 
symbo l s, the image after the olaver selects said reel symbol. 



'81 
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Claim 2^. (Currently Amended): The gaming device of Claim ^f, wherein the award 
provided to the player i s th e includes an award associated with the i ntoract i ng symbol 
se le ct e d by th e p l ay e r, first reel symbol or the second reel symbol. 

Claim 2^. (Currently Amended): The gaming device of Claim ^f, wherein the play e r 
flo l octQb l o i nt e racting symbo l s ar e first reel symbol and the second reel symbol are 
positioned on adjacent reels. 

Claim ^4. (Currently Amended): The gaming device of Claim ^4, wherein the p l ay e r 
s ele ctab le i nt e ract i ng symbo l s ar e first reel symbol and the second reel symbol are 
positioned on non-adjacent reels. 

{ \ _ 

Claim 2|>. (Currently Amended): The gaming device of Claim yi , which i nc l udes at 
l oast thr o o i ntoracting symbo l s, whoro i n a ll throo i ntoract i ng symbo l s i nteract aftor said 
i nt o ract i ng wherein the image includes a third reel symbol interacting with the first reel 
symbol and the second reel symbol after said reel symbols are randomly generated on 
said a payline on the reels and after the player selects one of the i ntoract i ng r§M 
symbols. 



3) V 
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Claim 2^. (Currently Amended): A gaming device comprising: 
a display device; 

a plurality of reels displayed by the display device; 

a plurality of symbo l s on sa i d roo l s, said symbols inc l uding a plural i ty of non 
i nteract i ng symbo l s and at loast two interact i ng symbo l s reel symbols positioned on a 
plurality of locations on the reels, at least one of the reel symbols selectable bv a olaver: 

a pay li n e associat e d w i th th e r ee ls an image of a first one of the reel symbols 
while on a first one of the locations interacting with a second one of the reel symbols 
while on a second one of the locations wherein one of the interacting reel symbols is 
selectable, the image extending from the first location, across a designated reel, to the 
second location, the image constructed of the first reel symbol, a designated image on 
the designated reel and the second reel symbol : and 

a processor which controls the display device, said processor operable to cause 
the display device to display sa i d e nt i r e i nt e ract i ng symbo l i nt e ract i ng with anoth e r of 
sniri e nt i r e i nteracting symbo l s wh e n sa i d int e ract i ng symbo l s occur on th e : (a) the reels 
during the game: and (b) the image after the player selects one of the reel symbols. 

Claim 2^. (Currently Amended): The gaming device Claim 2$, which includes a 
payline associated with the reels, wherein said processor is operable to cause the 
display device to display a ll of sa i d i nteract i ng svmbo l s the first reel symbol and the 
second reel symbol interacting with each other on said payline after said interacting 
reel are randomly generated. 
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Claim 2^. (Currently Amended): The gaming device Claim 2^ wherein at le ast two 
of th e int e ract i ng symbo l s ar e the first reel symbol and the second reel symbol are both 
player selectable. 

Claim 2^. (Currently Amended): The gaming device Claim 2^, wher e in th e which 
includes an award provided to the player is-art. said award associated with one of the 
i nt e ract i ng symbo l reel symbols selected by the player. 



10 
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Claim 3<j>. (Currently Amended): A gaming device comprising: 



a display device; 

a game including a plurality of reels displayed by the display device; 

a plurality of symbols having locations on said reels, said symbols including a 
plurality of non-interacting symbols and at least two interacting symbols ^at least one of 
the interacting symbols selectable: 

a payline associated with the reels; 

an image of one of the interacting symbols on one of the locations interacting 
with another one of the interacting symbols on another one of the locations, the image 
including a variation of at least one of the interacting symbols: 

at least one input device operable to enable a plaver to select one of the reel 
symbols: and 

a processor which controls the display device, said processor operable to : (a) 
cause the display device to display said e nt i r e i nt e racting symbo l i nt e ract i ng with 
anoth e r of said e nt i re i nt e ract i ng symbo l s wh e n sa i d i nt e ract i ng symbo l s occur on th e 
pay li no assoc i atod with tho roo l s, and provide an award to the p l ay o r assoc i ated w i th 
on e of th e i nt e ract i ng svmbo l s. the reels during the game: (b) cause the display device to 
display the single image after the plaver selects one of the reel symbols: and (c) provide 
an award to the plaver associated with at least one of the interacting reel symbols. 



Claim 3 j . (Currently Amended): The gaming device of Claim ^0, wherein _a_pluralitv 
of the interacting symbols are player selectable, and the processor is operable to enable 
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the player to select at least one of the interacting symbols when said interacting 
symbols occur on the payline associated with the reels. 

Claim 3|. (Previously Added): The gaming device of Claim ^f, wherein the award 
provided to the player is an award associated with the interacting symbol selected by 
the player. 



""U 
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Claim 3&. (Currently Amended): A gaming device comprising: 
a display device; 

a game including a plurality of reels displayed by the display device; 
a plurality of symbols on said reels, said symbols including a plurality of non- 
interacting symbols and a plurality of interacting symbols; 

an award from a plurality of awards associated with each different pair of 
^ interacting symbols generated on different locations on the reels; 
f\ an image of a first one of the interacting symbols while on a first one of said 

\J locations interacting with a second one of the interacting symbols while on a second 
one of said locations, the image including a variation of said first interacting symbol, the 
image extending from the first location to the second location: and 

a processor which controls the display device, said processor operable to: {§} 
cause the display device to display the reels during the game: (b) cause the display 
device to display the image of said first interacting symbol interacting with said second 
interacting symbol: and (c) provide the award associated with said pa i r of first and 
second interacting symbols to the player. 

^ a / 

Claim 3fl. (Currently Amended): The gaming device of Claim 3#, wherein the award 
provided to the player is a randomly generated award associated with one of the 
interacting symbols which is selected by the player. 



'3^ 
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Claim 3^. (Currently Amended): A gaming device comprising: 
a display device; 

a game including a plurality of reels displayed by the display device; 

a plurality of symbols on locations on said reels, said symbols including a 
plurality of non-interacting symbols and at loast two a plurality of player selectable 
interacting symbols on non-adjacent reels; 

an image of a first one of the plaver selectable interacting symbols while on a first 
one of the locations interacting with a second one of the plaver selectable interacting 
symbols while on a second one of the locations, the image including a variation of at 
least one of said player selectable interacting symbols, the imaoe extending from the 
first location, across one of the reels, to the second location: 

a payline associated with the reels; and 

a processor which controls the display device, said processor operable to enable 
a player to select one of the selectable interacting symbols when said interacting 
symbols are randomly generated on sa i d pay li n e on non-adjacent reels, cause the 
display device to display said selected interacting symbol interacting with another of 
said interacting symbols, and provide an award to the player associated with said 
selected interacting symbol. 



0/ 
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Claim 3|&. (Currently Amended): A method ef for operating a gaming device having 
a plurality of symbo l s includ i ng at le ast two int e ract i ng symbols on a plurality of reels, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) randomly determining and displaying a plurality of the symbols on toe 
feels; locations on the reels: 

(b) d i sp l ay i ng an intoract i on betw ee n at l oast two of tho i nteracting symbo l s if th e 
i nt e ract i ng symbo l s ar e random l y g e n e rat e d disp l ay e d on th e r eel s, wh e r e in e ach 
i nteract i ng symbo l p e rforms at loast ono movomont to interact w i th tho oth o r int e racting 
svmbok enablino a plaver to select one of the symbols on a first one of the locations: 

(c) forming an image of the selected symbol interacting with a different one of 
the symbols bv: (i) graphically changing the selected symbol while the selected symbol 
is positioned on the first location: and (ii) graphically changing the different symbol while 
said different symbol is on a different one of the locations: and 

(d) providing an award to a player associated with ono of tho interact i ng 
symbo l s, the selected symbol or said different symbol. 

Claim 3^. (Currently Amended): The method of Claim 34 3Jl which includes 
enabling the player to select one of the randomly generated interacting symbols. 

33 3\ ■ 

Claim (Currently Amended): The method of Claim 37 ^ , wherein the award is 

based on the interacting symbol selected by the player. 



"51 & 
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Claim 3$. (New): The gaming device of Claim 3^f, wherein the display device 
includes a touch screen. 

3*.." 

Claim ^6. (New): A gaming device operable under control of a processor, the 
gaming device comprising: 

a game operable upon a wager by a player, said game including a plurality of 

reels 

a plurality of symbols at positions on the reels, said symbols including a first 
symbol at a first position on one of the reels and a second symbol at a second position 
on one of the reels; 

an image of the first symbol while at the first position interacting with the second 
symbol while at the second position, the image including at least a variation of one of 
the first symbol and the second symbol, the image extending from the first position to 
the second position; 

a game outcome associated with at least one of the symbols; and 
a display device which, following at least one event in the game, is operable to 
display the reels, the symbols and the image. 

35 3.M-- 

Claim 4^1 . (New): The gaming device of Claim yf, wherein the variation includes a 
removal of a portion of the first symbol or the second symbol. 

Claim ^2. (New): The gaming device of Claim ^6, wherein the variation includes an 
addition of a portion of the first symbol or the second symbol. 
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Claim 4($. (New): The gaming device of Claim 4p, wherein the image includes a 
designated symbol positioned between the first symbol and the second symbol, wherein 
the display device is operable to display: (a) the reels and the symbols following a first 
event; and (b) the image including the designated symbol following a second event. 



a display device; 

a slot game including a plurality of reels displayed by the display device; 

a plurality of symbols on said reels, said symbols including a plurality of non- 
interacting symbols and a plurality of interacting symbols, wherein at least one set of the 
interacting symbols are at positions on different reels; 

an award associated with said set of interacting symbols; and 

a processor operable with the display device: (a) to display the reels and symbols 
on the reels during the game; (b) upon a generation and display of the set of interacting 
symbols on different reels during the game, display a first image from a first one of said 
interacting symbols at a first one of the positions on a first one of the reels interacting 
with at least a second image from a second one of said interacting symbols at a second 
one of the positions on a second one of said reels; and (c) after said display, provide the 
player the award associated with said set of interacting symbols. 



Claim 4|>. (New): The gaming device of Claim 4jl, wherein the first image includes a 
variation of the first interacting symbol. 



Claim 44. (New): A gaming device comprising: 
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Claim 4/>. (New): The gaming device of Claim 4/, wherein the second image 
includes a variation of the second interacting symbol. 

Claim 4^. (New): A gaming device comprising: 
a display device; 

a slot game including a plurality of reels displayed by the display device; 

a plurality of symbols on said reels, said symbols including a plurality of non- 
interacting symbols and a plurality of interacting symbols, wherein at least one set of the 
interacting symbols are on different reels; 

an award associated with the set of interacting symbols; and 

a processor operable with the display device: (a) to display the reels and symbols 
on the reels during the game; (b) upon a generation and display of the set of interacting 
symbols on different reels during the game, display a first image from a first one of said 
interacting symbols on a first one of the reels interacting with at least a second image 
from a second one of said interacting symbols on a second one of said reels, the first 
image extending from the first interacting symbol to the second interacting symbol; and 
(c) after said display, provide the player the award associated with said set of interacting 
symbols. 

Claim 4^. (New): The gaming device of Claim 4j( wherein the first interacting 
symbol has a location on the first reel. 



HO 
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Claim 4^. (New): The gaming device of Claim 4j&, wherein the first image has a 
portion which extends from the location of the first interacting symbol to the second 
image. 

Claim 5,6. (New): The gaming device of Claim 4/f, wherein the first image includes a 
variation of the first interacting symbol. 

Claim 5/l (New): The gaming device of Claim ^7, wherein the second image 
includes a variation of the second interacting symbol. 



